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The Law of the Lid 

Welcome to Harvest Community Church 

Series: 10 X 

Text: Matthew 5:13-16 

 

10 X people understand that God has called us to be two things in the world;  salt  and  light .  

Both of these things influence every environment that they are apart of.  Salt enhances flavor and 

tenderizes hearts, preserves and melts icy, dangerous situations. Light drives out darkness, brings  

clarity  to situations and allows people to see, it reveals what is hidden and brings warmth that 

promotes growth.  

 

Light and salt are not meant to be  hidden  but to be a fundamental part and component of all 

they touch. Salt and light will be too much for some people.  Especially those who love darkness 

and love things to be bland.  

 

Those who are salt and light understand that there are certain  laws to ministering and working 

with people and solving problems. These laws are as certain as natural laws like gravity. 

Understanding these laws propel people to another “level” of ministry, leadership and influence. 

 

The Law of the  Lid    

Success is within the reach of just about everyone.  Remember that in God’s Kingdom success is 

defined as faithfulness.  Personal success without leadership  ability   brings limited 

effectiveness.  Leadership ability is the lid that determines a person’s level of effectiveness. 

Leadership is not determined by your  position  .  

Daniel, David, Joseph and Esther were never in the top position but were extremely effective 

where God placed them.  

 

There are no two people who represent the Law of the Lid more clearly than Saul and David. 

Remember 10X people have a profound effect on people’s lives.  Both Saul and David were  

kings , so are we in the Spirit.  Revelation 1:6  Kings are a steward of God’s Kingdom. Their 

position did not determine their effectiveness.  Both were kings with vastly different results.  

 

When the people of Israel asked God for a King, He gave them Saul. In the natural he seemed a 

good fit. He literally stood head and shoulders above everyone around him. 1 Samuel 9:1-2  Too 

often we look at the  outside  appearances.  Saul discredited himself even though he was 

charismatic, talented and full of potential.  The Bible tells us that God does not look at the 

outside of a person but at their  heart . 1 Samuel 16:6-7  It is interesting to see that even the 

prophet Samuel who first anointed Saul was looking at the outward characteristics for the next 

king.  God had to speak to him about what He was looking for.  It is important to know that we 

will either excel or be limited by what is  inside  of us.  We can never rise above who we really 

are.  We may rise to a position but that does not mean that we will do well.  This applies to 

parenting, business, being a spouse, as a friend, a warrior or in a leadership role.  

 

Some coaches are fantastic at the collage level but fall short at the NFL level. This doesn’t mean 

that they are  failures  they just have a lid.  
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Sometimes a lid is a bad thing other times it helps us to find our sweet spot.  God designed all of 

us differently.  Sometimes we see a lid as a  limitation , other times a lid is a roof that lets us 

know that we are home.  

 

Both Saul and David had similar opportunities.  It was what they did with them that either moved 

them forward or held them back.  

 

 Both of them were  anointed  for their position as king.  You can be anointed for your 

assignment, but you must choose to lead.  Position and titles are not enough you must do the 

work and make good decisions.  Being called mom or dad is great but you must  raise  your 

child.  This is true in every walk of life.  

 

 Both faced great  challenges .  Both Saul and David faced Goliath.  Saul refused to fight and 

made excuses. He even offered David his armor.  While Saul waited to see what would 

happen, David stepped forward to  rise  to the challenge. 1 Samuel 17:4-10,  

1 Samuel 17:32-37  

 

 Both had the choice to  change  and grow.  When Saul was confronted with his sin by the 

prophet Samuel all he did was make excuses.  1 Samuel 13:11-15  Notice there was no 

repentance. Instead, he looked around to see who WAS for him even though God was not. 

This is a huge contrast to David who, when confronted with his sin by the prophet Nathan, 

admitted his shortcomings, took ownership of his responsibility and sorrowfully repented.         

2 Samuel 12:7-13  We raise the lid on our lives when we learn from and refuse to  repeat  

our sins, lack of character and mistakes. There will still be consequences but how we walk 

through them will also make us better.  

 

 

 All  of us have lids.  All of us have backgrounds, issues and character flaws. They do not just 

disappear because we have been successful, become parents or have a position. As a matter of 

fact, these will only  reveal  the lids.  The question is what we do with them. 

 

 

Lids that Limited Saul 

 

  Fear  - Saul began his reign by hiding among the equipment and by hiding from Goliath.       

1 Samuel 10:20-24  
 

  Impatience  - When Saul felt the pressure of things not moving fast enough for some people, 

he took matters into his own hands. 1 Samuel 13:11-12 

 

  Denial  - After Samuel told him that he had been rejected as king, Saul continued on as if all 

was well.  This is called the  state  of denial.  It is a place and frame of mind that limits 

people. It is a lid that limits us because we are not living in reality.  
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  Impulsiveness  - People with lids make reckless and rash decisions that impact innocent 

people. 1 Samuel 14:24-45 There is a saying – “Don't cling to a mistake just because you 

spent a lot of time making it”.  

One of the greatest lid lifters is the ability to  change your mind .  One of Saul’s lids was that 

once he made up his mind there was no going back even when he was clearly wrong. 

 

  Deceit  - Once, Saul offered his daughter Michal to David in marriage if he would go and 

fight the Philistines.  His real motive was to kill David.  

 

  Jealousy  - Instead of being happy for the success of others he became upset and angry when 

he was compared to others. 1 Samuel 18:6-12 

 

The majority of Saul’s lids had to do with his weak character.  He was always more concerned 

with  appearances  than in cleaning up his character.  Even when he was being rejected by God, 

he wanted the man of God to honor him before people.  1 Samuel 15:30  Because he never 

removed his lids, God had to remove him from the throne of Israel.  Matthew 10:33 

 

 

Lids that Did NOT Limit David. 

 

1) His  family  - When Samuel asked Jesse to call his sons, David’s own father overlooked him 

and didn’t bother to call him.  As the youngest and smallest, his own father saw limited 

potential.  When David showed up at the battle front, his own brothers accused him of pride 

and belittled him.  David refuse to allow their opinion to limit him.                       

1 Samuel 17:28-30 

 

2) A poor  leader  over him - Saul was continually trying to limit and hinder his effectiveness. 

Saul constantly questioned him, accused him, talked down to him and tried to kill him. Saul 

even called David his enemy. In all of this, even when David had the opportunity to hurt him, 

he refused to touch God’s anointed.  1 Samuel 24:4-20  Many people are unable to be 

effective because they give in to what looks like a God opportunity when God is actually 

giving them the  ability  to choose a higher standard.  

 

3) His  background  - Saul came from a good and powerful family.  His father is described as a 

Benjamite, a mighty man of power.  He was a landowner, a leader in his tribe and a military 

commander.  David is described as the son of Jesse a Bethlehemite.  No linage to speak of 

and David was the youngest of eight.  God often uses people who refuse to allow their 

background to limit them.  The same is true of Gideon.  Judges 6:12-15  

 

4) His youth and  inexperience  - David was used even though he had little experience and a 

short track record.  The apostle Paul had to remind his young protégé of the same thing.           

1 Timothy 4:12 
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Lids that David Lifted 

 

– David seized opportunities to  grow , he was willing to be stretched.  He had never fought in 

battle let alone a giant, but he drew on the experiences he had as a shepherd and stepped out 

in courage.  

 

– He lifted the lid of those  close  to him.  As soon as David killed Goliath the rest of Israel 

realized what was possible. Saul was a lid on the entire army. When David showed courage 

and stepped up everyone else got better.  1 Samuel 17:51-52  

~ Billy Graham - Courage is contagious. When a brave man takes a stand, the spines of 

others are often stiffened. 

 

– David lifted the lid for the entire nation of Israel, with his leadership, people finally began to  

believe  that, with God’s favor, they could do anything.  

“You will never grow beyond the level of what you believe about yourself and God”.  

Everyone loves an opportunity, but many people want the opportunity to come to them 

before they start improving themselves. Many people think, “when I get what I want  then  I 

will grow and learn what I need to”.  That is doing things backwards.  On the job training 

happens anyway, we must allow ourselves to grow before hand so that when opportunity 

comes knocking you are ready for it.  

 

 

Qualities of Lid lifters – 1 Samuel 18:3-4, 19:1-3 
 

There are times that we face problems and limitations that we cannot remove on our own.  Many 

people hit those lids and give up.  This is when we need the courage and  humility  to learn.  

Through collaboration David allowed Jonathan to lift the lids he could not. 

 

 Lid lifters lift up others with their  words , they are encouragers. 1 Samuel 20:12-16 When 

David was at his darkest, Jonathan spoke words of hope. 

 

 Lid lifters lift up others with their  actions .  Words are one thing, the commitment to back up 

those words is another.  Jonathan reported to David of his father’s desire to kill him.  

Jonathan honored David by being true to his word.  

 

 Lid lifters give up so other can  go  up. It is one thing to give encouragement and resources to 

help others succeed. It is another to sacrifice for them so they can go to the next level. 

Jonathan was the next in line for the throne of Israel. Jonathan should have hated David 

seeing as God anointed David to replace him.  Instead of being a heavy lid on David’s life, 

Jonathan stepped out of the  way  willingly.  1 Samuel 23:15-18  

 

Many see raising the lid in their life as a means of self-promotion. In God’s economy, the way up 

is  down .  1 Peter 5:6 (AMP)  David submitted himself to Jonathan’s help and Jonathan 

submitted himself to God’s will concerning David.  

 

David became better when he recognized that he had to learn to  trust  people and to not force 

things on his own.  That is what slammed the lid shut on Saul’s life. 


